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Key numbers of     
Mekong Delta

ɆNatural surface: 39,554 km2 
(12% of the country)

ɆPopulation (2005): 
Ɇ18 mil. (21% of VN)
ɆRural pop.: 80%

ɆPop. density: 427 inhab./km2

ɆPop. growth: 1.00% per annum

ɆProduction:
ɀAgriculture: 36% of VN
ɀRice: 51% of VN
ɀFisheries: 60% of VN
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ÅTotal production of aquaculture & fisheries 
(A&F) (2008):  4.6 mil. tons

ÅValue of export (2008): US$ 4.50 bil.

ÅA&F sector contributed 4% of total GDP, or 
18% of agricultural GDP.

ÅA&F is the 4th biggest national export (after 
crude oil, garment and foot wear). 

ÅVietnam is now ranked as top ten seafood 
exporters in the world.

ÅA&F sector accounted for 7.2% of total 
national export values with 70 types of 
product sold to 160 countries.

ÅLabor forces: jobs for >4 mil. people

The importance of aquaculture & fisheries sector
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A&F export: 1998-2008
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In 2008:

ÅVolume: 1.236.000 MT

ÅValue:   4.5 Bill.USD



DATA in 2008 Data %

Catfish Volume (t) 640,829 52

Value (USD 1 mil.) 1,453 32

Shrimp Volume (t) 191,550 15

Value (USD 1 mil.) 1,625 36

FW prawn Volume (t) 1414 0.11

Value (USD 1 mil.) 11.227 0.25

Tilapia Volume (t) 480 0.04

Value (USD 1 mil.) 1.258 0.03

Source: VASEP, 2009

Export of 4 key species in 2008



Trend of export markets

ɆJapan and US 
market shares 
have tended to 
reduce recently. 

ɆEU and other 
market shares 
have been 
increasing (e.g. 
Russian, Korea, 
Ukraine, China, 
!3%!. ȣɊ Source: VASEP, 2008
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Change in seafood exported products
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Total shrimp and pangasius exporting 
accounted for 67% of A&F export volume 
and 68% of value. 

After 2003, the exported product volume 
and value tended to increase with catfish

Source: VASEP, 2008
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Shrimp export (1999-2008)
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Aquaculture production/areas

Vietnam Mekong Delta

In 2000:

Areas (ha) 642,000 445,300 (70%)

Production (tons) 589,000 365,000 (62%)

In 2008:

Areas (ha) 1,053,000 752,000 (72%)

Production (tons) 2,465,000 1,838,000 (75%)

Č Aquaculture in the MRD plays key role  in  
national aquaculture sector

Mekong Delta Map
Source: VIFEP, 

2008 & 2009
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Shrimp production 
in the Mekong delta (2008)

in 2008: Vietnam MKD

Area (ha) 623,790 584,000 94%

Production (tons) 309,015 293,829 95%
Type of shrimp farming:

ÅImproved extensive farming: 
(3-6 PL/m2, 350-700 kg/ha).

ÅSemi-intensive farming: (10-15 
PL/m2, 1.5-2.5 tons/ha).

ÅIntensive farming: (20-40 
PL/m2, 5-9 tons/ha).

Constraints:

ÅPoor pond design and construction. 

ÅLack of good broodstock sources, and 
quality of seed.

ÅOutbreak of diseases caused by viral 
and bacterial pathogens.

ÅContradiction between farmers and 
processors.

ÅFood safety.

Source: VIFEP, 2008 & 2009
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STATUS OF AQUACUTURE 
IN THE MEKONG DELTA IN 2008

Catfish area

P. Monodon

P. Vannamei

Mollusk area

Freshwater prawn 

Other species area

Status of shrimp farming 

in 2008

584,000 ha
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Catfish production 
in the Mekong delta (2008)

42%

26%

Source: VIFEP, 2008 & 2009

In 2008: 
the MRD shared 95% and 

98% of total national 
culture area and 

production, respectively. 
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Pond culture

Cage culture

Pen culture
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Type of catfish farming:
ÅCage culture: Stocking density: 

100-120 fish/m3
Č havest 140-180 

kg/m3

ÅPen culture: Stocking density:    
35-50 fish/m2 Č harvest ~35-50 
kg/m2

ÅPond culture: Stocking density: 
20-40 fish/m2

Č harvest ~200-
400 kg/m2.

Constraints:
ÅReduction of seed quality.

ÅDiseases (especiall bacterial 
diseases)

ÅPotentially Localized 
pollution of water 
environment

ÅContradiction between 
farmers and processors.

ÅDrugs/chemical uses and 
food safety.

42%

26%
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STATUS OF AQUACUTURE 
IN THE MEKONG DELTA IN 2008

Catfish area

P. Monodon

P. Vannamei

Mollusk area

Freshwater prawn 

Other species area
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In 2008 Vietnam MKD

Area (ha) 22,310 10,129 45%

Production (tons) 54,487 34,962 58%

Type of Tilapia farming:

Constraints:

ÅLack of good quality seeds. 

ÅLimited in market/or export.

Cage culture:  

ÅCultured species are  Oreochromis 
niloticus and Oreochromis sp (Red 
Tilapia). 

ÅYield varied from 30-90 
kg/m3/crop

Tilapia production 
in the Mekong delta (2008)
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STATUS OF AQUACUTURE 

IN THE MEKONG DELTA IN 2008

Status of tilapia farming

in 2008

Catfish area
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P. Vannamei
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Freshwater prawn 

Other species area
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2007 2008
Export:
Volume (t)  311      1,414
Value (mil. USD)2.2         11.2
Main market: Japan
Production:
Area (ha) 9,350
Production (t) 8,369
Mekong Delta:
Area (ha) 7,512
Production (t) 8,100

FW prawn production and export
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Type of prawn farming:

Rice-cum prawn/improved extensive:

Å Cultured density: 1-3 PL./ m2

Å Yield: 150 -380 kg/ha/5 months

Rice-prawn alternative

Å Stocking density:  5-10 PL/ m2

Å Yield: 750-1,500 kg/ha/6-7 months

Semi-intensive culture

Å Stocking density: 10-15 PL15/m2

Å Yield: 1.0-2.0 tons/ha/crop

Prawn production and export

Constraints:

ÅNo enough good quality seed 
supply

ÅViral and bacteria.

ÅLimited in local and export market



Fishery Productd Processing (FPS):

Ɇ FPP has been growing in both total
output and technologies, with the
diversification of products and great
attention to value-addedproducts.

Ɇ In 2008, VN had 470 fishery products
processing plants, in which 269 plants
were qualified to export to the EU.

Ɇ Many of the larger plants have acquired
the food safety certifications of their
major trading partners (i.e GAP, BAP,
SQF...), and 370 companies have been
applied product quality controls like
HACCP,GMPand SSOP.

Ɇ Up to 2008, Vietnam fishery products are
sold to 160countries in the world .

Headless shell on  shrimpBreaded fried shrimp

Catfish filletBreaded Catfish


