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Why does WWF care about aquaculture?

ÁIncreasing demand for fisheries products 
(by 2030 we will need an additional 40 
mil t)

ÁCapture fisheries declining

ÁAquaculture can be the solution, if done 
in a responsible way
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But aquaculture has impacts

Habitat conversion                Waste/pollution

Fish Health Antibiotic & chemicals

Use fish resources Social & labor       

ééé.
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Solution

Standards for certifying 
aquaculture production
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WWF has expertise to create standards

ÁRainforest Marketing ï1980s

ÁForest Stewardship Council ï1990s

ÁMarine Stewardship Council ï1990s

ÁMarine Aquarium Council ï1990s

ÁProtected Harvest ï2000

ÁClimate Savers  - 2000s

ÁNew Program for IT Industry ï2007

ÁAquaculture Dialogues ï2000s



Work on the point of greatest leverage



Engage with top players



The Aquaculture Dialogues

Eight roundtables that include 

more than  2,000 people working 

to create standards for twelve
species groups in the next year

ÅPangasius

ÅShrimp

ÅTilapia

ÅSalmon

ÅTrout

ÅSeriola/Cobia

ÅBivalves

ÅAbalone



The Big 3 in aquaculture certification

ÁAquaculture Dialogues
Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC)

ÁGlobal Aquaculture Alliance

ÁGLOBALGAP

74%

18%

8%
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Process

ÁGlobal initiative

ÁMulti-stakeholder

ÁOpen and inclusive

ÁTransparent

ÁBased on sound science

ÁMeasurable standards

ÁConsensus-based

ÁISEAL member
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Objectives of the Dialogues

ÁDevelop environmental and social 
performance-based standards

ÁMeasurably reduce the critical impacts 
of aquaculture

ÁHelp strengthen the economic viability 
of aquaculture 
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Focus on environmental and social issues

Food Safety

Environment

Economics

Social issues
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Lead to a performance shrift in the whole industry

Performance Curve

Regulation

Performance

Shift

Best 

Performance

Best 

Performance

Performance

Shift



Pangasius Aquaculture Dialogue



PAD will help transform aquaculture

ÁObjective: develop standards for pangasius
production (environmental & social)

ÁAll production systems: ponds, cages, pens

Á2 species: Pangasianodon hypophthalmus & 
Pangasius bocourti (later maybe more)

ÁStarted in Sept 2007
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But aquaculture has impacts

Habitat conversion                Waste/pollution

Fish Health Antibiotic & chemicals

Use fish resources Social & labor       

ééé.
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Addressing impacts

Habitat conversion                Waste/pollution

Only agri landé% change limitsé

Fish Health Antibiotic & chemicals

Max % mortalityéNo critical AB (humans)

Use fish resources Social & labor       

Fish in - fish outéILO and moreé

ééé.



Farmers & academia key players



Stakeholders develop standards

ÁProcess Facilitation Group

Á7 Technical Working Groups

ÁParticipants at previous Dialogue meetings (4 to date)

ÁPublic Comments

Á1st: 143 people; 100 pages of comments!

Á2nd: ongoing

Á>400 people actively involved in the process

ÁA hundred of small-scale farmers from VN and 
Bangladesh

PAD standards finalised in March 2010!


